
(By Daryl Brewer, KE4MOH) 
 
It was a packed house at Bonnie Kay’s Seafood on Thurs-
day, December 15, 2011.  Gary Hastings (KE4IAN) and 
his band “The New South Brass Band” was the headliner 
for the event. 
 

Gary played traditional Christmas music, but were played as instrumentals 
which was different from years past.  Also different from past years was 
that we had a Christmas Carol sing a-long (A cappella style) lead by Jim 
Sheets (WB4NAU). 
 
At the time of this writing, no official word on how many canned goods 
were donated to the Greensboro Urban Ministry, but all is appreciated. 

 
A game of Christ-
mas Carol sharads 
was played in be-
tween the sing a-
long and the live 
music.   
 
When the band fin-
ished playing, a hat 
was passed around 

to show the band how much we appreciated them coming out to entertain 
the local ham radio community and hopefully will be back next year. 
 
A special thank you to Bonnie 
Kay’s Seafood for having us and 
the kitchen and wait staff for their 
hard work in preparing and serv-
ing us our meal. 
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Meeting began promptly at 7:00PM by President Ter-
rell Brown, K4TLB.  
 
Ernie Wall, NC4EW gave opening prayer.  
 
Financial report given by treasurer, Ernie wall, 
NC4EW. Stated that changes were made in accounts 
to maximize return in money market account and 
leave enough in checking account to take care of club 
necessities.  
 
Repeater Trustee, Jim Hightower, W4JLH gave a fa-
vorable report for the repeater's operation and the 
grounds it self. Should not need any maintenance work 
done on the grounds for the winter season and the re-
peater is operating normally.  
 
Vice-President, Gary Ballance, KF4DWV, had no re-
port.  
 
President, Terrell Brown, K4TLB also had no report.  
 
President led the group into a discussion about the 
holidays and what everyone was doing for the coming 
season. Discussed radios and things people were look-
ing to get. Also discussed recruitment and getting dues 
paid to help keep things going.  
 
Weldon Fields, W4AJT pointed out that those that par-
ticipate in maintaining the grounds at the WFMY site 
for the repeater need recognition for what is done.  
 
Discussion continued into other things including a dis-
cussion of the JARS Hamfest in Benson and other 
hamfest coming up after the new year.  
 
Discussion of upcoming joint, All Hams Christmas 
Dinner at Bonnie K's was came up as well as the Guil-
ford County ARES Christmas dinner.  
 
Meeting ended at 7:45PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Terrell Brown, K4TLB 
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Yaesu has gone and done it. Somewhere in the last 
few months of not checking amateur radio manufac-
turer websites, Yaesu announced a new initiative for 
amateur radio. A new line of digital radios born out of 
research done in APCO-25 and NXDN. The hilarity 
starts on the title page their pamphlet which states 
“The Dawn of Digital Communications in the Ama-
teur Radio World – DIGITAL COMMUNICA-
TIONS – A Digital Communications Guide for Ama-
teur Radio Operators”. Well, this is interesting. Not to 
toot ICOM’s horn for being the proverbial first; but 
Yaesu is a bit behind in calling anything “The Dawn 
of Digital Communications” especially when referring 
to amateur radio. I think that is something we can all 
agree on despite where your manufacturing loyalties 
fall. The title page has some fancy sunrise event hori-
zon graphic and then at the bottom, is the caption 
“Communication in Digital – Amateur Radio should 
be progressive”. Nuff said. Well, not really. 
Let’s not stop there. Yaesu’s pamphlet is actually quite 
informative in giving a history of digital radio commu-
nications in both the commercial and amateur market 
and it goes to some length to explain the differences 
between some of the old and new digital technology. 
The pamphlet goes on to discuss misconceptions about 
digital communications versus analog communica-
tions, pointing out that there are advantages and disad-
vantages to both. Later, in the last half of their aptly 
titled “Misunderstandings” they bring up D-STAR. 
[Let the flinging of poo begin.] First real mistake on 
Yaesu's part is stating, in Misunderstanding #5, that 
“D-STAR is the standard Digital Communication for 
Amateur Radio”. While they list this as a misunder-
standing, it implies that someone (ICOM or maybe the 
JARL?) has actually said D-STAR is THE standard 
for digital comms in amateur radio. That simply is not 
the case in fact most instances I have seen with D-
STAR and the word standard in the same sentence is 
clearly stating that it is AN OPEN STANDARD in 
amateur radio. The only for sure standard in digital 
communications around the world is DVSI's patented 
codecs AMBE and IMBE codec, something that virtu-
ally all digital two-way radio communications in the 

world have to license to use. This is perhaps one of the 
greatest reasons why only ICOM has taken the leap to 
develop a digital standard for use in amateur radio 
products. Enter the savior, D-STAR. 
Yaesu is not creating D-STAR based hardware but are 
in fact trying to compete with it. Even going as far to 
say (in their illustrious guide to digital communica-
tions) that they as a company "are not sure why D-
STAR, which uses GMSK, is recommended.” Of 
course, much of the document is also showing that 
GMSK is antiquated and therefore D-STAR should be 
put down like a Old Yeller. But the rebuttal to their 
concern is that D-STAR was developed by amateur 
radio for amateur radio, period. APCO-25, also an 
open standard, was not developed for amateur radio 
and no major company ever took up the cause along 
with any other digital technology; at least not with as 
much momentum as ICOM has with D-STAR. So for 
now it remains a primary standard for digital commu-
nication in amateur radio. ICOM took a bet, even with 
licensing DVSI's codec, and ran with it quite success-
fully. 
But all of this fails to point out something very impor-
tant; what exactly is Yaesu trying to sell? The pam-
phlet does mention that a Yaesu handy-talky will be 
released in 2012 using C4FM (4-level FSK) which is 
the digital standard used currently by APCO-25 Phase 
II and NXDN using Frequency Division Multiple Ac-
cess (FDMA). Looks like the airwaves just got more 
crowded with the old single-channel radios that will 
definitely be around for a long time to come. I do con-
sider this great news considering that anything new in 
amateur radio is a good thing; however, it will un-
doubtedly start a digital radio war and add more fuel 
to the fire of those that love analog so much and those 
that have adopted D-STAR. Of course as we've seen 
with some one particular radio from China that never 
came to be, it remains to be seen if Yaesu is spitting in 
the wind or this new handy-talky and perhaps a whole 
new line of digital amateur products will not go the 
way of vapoware as did one particular Wouxun mobile  
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By Terrell Brown, K4TLB 
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From Page 3 

(which may actually still be slated to be released, but 
now in 2012. I will be looking forward to seeing 
Yaesu's radio in action; perhaps in Dayton? We'll see. 
In conclusion and back to an earlier point, DVSI, a pri-
vate company, is a deity in the world of digital voice 
codecs. If you know much about D-STAR, Project-25, 
and even the DV Dongle you know about the AMBE 
and IMBE digital voice coders/decoders (codec). D-
STAR, APCO-25, NXDN (an open standard imple-
mented commercially as Icom's IDAS and Kenwood's 
NEXEDGE), and various other technologies in digital 
communications all license and use some flavor of 
these codecs. It is expensive to license and is the only 
viable option on the market. Why is this? Perhaps it is 
easier than to spend money, perhaps millions, to find 
an alternative that DOES NOT infringe on the intellec-
tual property of DVSI. In the world of computer sci-
ence and engineering when mixed with the United 

State's minefield of patent laws, this is a difficult ven-
ture. Many have called for an alternative to DVSI's op-
tion; an open standard that anyone can use. Something 
that could be plugged into D-STAR or APCO-25 with-
out requiring a large budget like that of ICOM or 
Yaesu. The problem is that someone has to develop it 
AND not get sued by DVSI. Patent infringement liti-
gation can be a very costly legal adventure regardless 
of who is right or wrong. DVSI will clearly want to 
protect their virtually monopolistic hold on the market. 
The one's most interested in a non or low profitable 
open standard for a DVSI alternative? Those of us not 
in the financial position to make it happen. So, what 
will happen as digital mixes in more and more with 
amateur radio? I appreciate digital communications, 
highly, but analog will be around for a long time and 
for a good reason. It's standard across the board. 


