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NHC to Provide Greater Lead Time for 
Watches, Warnings 
 
Beginning with the 2010 hurricane sea-
son, NOAA's National Hurricane Cen-
ter in Miami will issue watches and 
warnings for tropical storms and hurri-
canes along threatened coastal areas 12 
hours earlier than in previous years. 
According to NHC experts, advance-
ments in track forecasts are making it 
possible for forecasters to provide 
greater lead time. Tropical storm 
watches will be issued when tropical 
storm conditions are possible along the 
coast within 48 hours. Tropical storm 
warnings will be issued when those 
conditions are expected within 36 
hours. This is an increase of 12 hours 
from those issued in previous years. 
 
Similar increases in lead-time will ap-
ply to hurricane watches and warnings. 
The hurricane watches and warnings 
will generally be timed to provide 48 
and 36 hours notice, respectively, be-
fore the onset of tropical storm force 
winds. That additional time will also 
allow people preparing for the storm -- 
securing oil rig platforms, getting food 
and water stockpiled, boarding win-
dows and such -- enough time to finish 
preparations and get to safe shelter. 
 
According to WX4NHC Coordinator 
John McHugh, K4AG, the NHC has 
improved the track accuracy in their 
forecasts over past few seasons, cutting 
the error rate to roughly one-third its 

level in 1970 and half the level of 15 
years ago, thanks to of advances in 
computer models and increased satel-
lite measurements of atmospheric con-
ditions; WX4NHC is the Amateur Ra-
dio station at the NHC. "The extra 12 
hours that has been added to both the 
tropical watches and warnings will be 
of benefit to the Amateur Radio volun-
teers of WX4NHC who have for the 
past 30 years supported NHC in their 
mission," McHugh told the ARRL. 
"This increase in time will allow us to 
better schedule their operating time 
along with those of our supporting 
groups of the Hurricane Watch Net 
(HWN) and the VoIP Hurricane Net 
(VoIPWXNet) and allow people to bet-
ter plan the release from their day 
jobs." 
 
National Hurricane Center Director Bill 
Read, KB5FYA, said the new guide-
lines will make it easier for those who 
live in hurricane-affected areas to 
evacuate in a more timely manner: 
"With increases in population and in-
frastructure along vulnerable US coast-
lines, emergency managers need more 
lead time in order to make life-saving 
decisions regarding evacuations." 
 
Hurricane season runs from May 15-
November 30 in the Eastern Pacific and 
on June 1-November 30 for the Atlan-
tic Basin. 
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The regular club meeting of the Guilford Amateur Society 
was held at the Tex & Shirley’s Restaurant on January 18, 
2010. 
 
President Gary Ballance, KF4DWV began the meeting at 
7:10 PM. 
 
Ernest Wall, NC4EW returned thanks for the meal. 
 
Ernest Wall then gave the Treasurer’s Report. 
 
Jim Hightower, W4JLH gave a report on the grass at the 
tower site.  He also said the repeater was “clicking right 
along” and was working fine.  Jim also mentioned the Day-
tona Hamvention by Bus operated by Bill Lundy, NC4BL 
 
Gary mentioned that the spring picnic maybe in late April, 
depending on the weather. 
 
The Triad Highland Games was discussed.  
 
A reminder for The Wednesday night “ragchew” net 
(Wednesday at 8:45 PM) on the 145.25 MHz repeater was 
announced. 
 
A reminder to send an article for the newsletter was men-
tioned.  
 
Weldon Fields, W4AJT mentioned that there was some in-
terference on the 800 MHz TRS.  
 
Gary introduced Terrell Brown, K4TLB for the evening 
program. 
 
Larry King, W4VEN said that Tom Hatley, KF4JZD has 
had some health issues but is up and around now.  Tom co-
ordinates volunteers for various events such as the Tour to 
Tanglewood.   
 
The interference issue on 800 MHz was discussed saying 
that the interference was not for a local source, possibly 
further east. 
 
From this point, a general discussion ensued concerning 
repeaters and repeater sites and why attendance was low at 
this meeting. 
 
 
                                       Continued —–> 

Jim Hightower, W4JLH said that Gaynell Collins, NE4T 
became a silent key.  Gaynell was a net control station for 
the popular “Possum Trot” net on the 147.225 MHz Hills-
borough repeater.  
 
Gaynell has been long-time member the of GAS club and 
has served as secretary in the past. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:52 PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Daryl Brewer, KE4MOH, Secretary 
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By Lynn Bianco, KN4YZ 
 
A positive approach earns Georgia hams some state 
owned tower space. 
 
June 1, 2009 marked the culmination of a project that 
had begun over 2 years earlier. In a truly impressive 
display of cooperation between federal, state, commer-
cial and ham radio organizations the means to provide 
timely communication from trained weather spotters 
in the field back to the NWS in Peachtree City, Geor-
gia has been restored. 
 
Over 3 years ago, the Fayette County Amateur Radio 
Club (FCARC) learned they would lose the use of 
their 190 foot tower, which stood on private property. 
The tower supported the FCARC flagship repeater and 
the hub repeater for the Peachtree City NWS SKY-
WARN linked repeater system. Numerous hours were 
spent scouting viable sites to relocate these critical re-
peaters. The hard work of David Benoist, AG4ZR, 
Fayette-Coweta County Emergency Coordinator (EC); 
Robert Burton, KD4YDC, District EC, NWS, Peach-
tree City, Georgia, and Captain Pete Nelms, Fayette 
County Emergency Management Coordinator, paid 
off.\ 
 
Location, Authorization and Capitalization 
 
A site was found on Ellis Road just north of the previ-
ous location and would provide the necessary cover-
age for the NWS. Initial efforts to put private Amateur 
Radio equipment on a state owned tower met with re-
sistance due to the unprecedented nature of the re-
quest. To get the project rolling, Lans Rothfusz, 
KD5EJN, Meteorologist in Charge (MIC) of the 
Peachtree City office of the NWS, reframed the re-
quest as a collaboration between the federal (NWS) 
and state (Georgia Technology Agency, GTA) entities. 
That request was approved and, working closely with 
Jim Mollohan and Ralph Bevins of GTA, we were 
successful in obtaining permission to put SKYWARN 
and ARES® repeaters on a 300+ foot state tower. 
 
Having secured permission, we now had to find a way 
of financing this project. At the suggestion of Captain 

Nelms, Assistant EC Lynn Bianco, KN4YZ, wrote a 
grant request for $10,000. We secured letters of sup-
port from the federal level (Lans Rothfusz), state level 
(Charlie Dawson, Director of Operations, Georgia 
Emergency Management Agency) and the county 
level (Captain Nelms). Our first try met with failure. A 
little disappointed, we tried again. This time, we were 
successful. The Coweta-Fayette EMC Trust came 
through for the full amount requested. 
 
The next step was actually planning what hardware to 
install, where on the tower and what incidentals would 
be necessary. A planning committee was formed con-
sisting of David, AG4ZR; Robert, KD4YDC; Lynn, 
KN4YZ; Huey Kenmar, KI4NGD; Assistant DEC Jim 
Burchfield, W4JB; RF Spectrum Engineer Jim 
Burchfield, W4JB; Brian Haren, FCARC President, 
and Chuck Federonis, KD4VW, our tower expert. Af-
ter much discussion and careful planning by Chuck a 
formal plan was developed. Since it was a state tower, 
a professional crew was hired for the job. We now 
have a total of six antennas located at the 200, 250 and 
300 foot levels. 
 
Opening Day 
 
A ribbon-cutting ceremony that officially opened the 
new site on June 1, 2009 was attended by many of the 
individuals who made this all possible. These new re-
peaters and associated hardware provide the necessary 
communication for numerous activities. Most impor-
tant is the hub repeater for the SKYWARN program. 
This repeater links 22 other Amateur Radio repeaters 
to provide storm spotter reports from north and central 
Georgia to the NWS. These repeaters also support nu-
merous local events, including The March of Dimes 
Walk America, Peachtree International Triathlon, Tri-
PTC Triathlon, American Diabetes Association Tour 
de Cure and the Peachtree City Classic Road Race. 
 
                                    (Continued on Page 4) 

7������*���



���@:,�����*�'(�9�*�3�'�')�*��(7�(�"��

Don’t forget about the club’s weekly ragchew and in-
formation net! 
 
Jim Hightower, W4JLH and Dave Collins, KE4IAF 
are the net control stations for the net .  
 
Take time out of you Wednesday evening at 8:45 PM 
to check-in to the net. 
Also, feel free to make announcements of upcoming 
events. 
 
The weekly GAS net is held every Wednesday night at 
8:45 PM on the 145.25 MHz W4GG repeater.  The net 
concludes at 9:30 PM. 
Just a note about the hams that check in from Star-
bucks on a more-or-less regular basis.   
Come out, join us and check into the net. 

 
Membership is only $20.00 a year.  We have a long 
range repeater on 145.25 MHz (88.5 Hz tone) W4GG 
repeater.  The machine is at 1,400 ft on the Channel 2 
TV tower. 
 
To join, you can download and print our membership 
form from our website at  www.w4gg.org and send 
your check to  
 
Guilford Amateur Society 
8504 Bromfield Rd. 
 Oak Ridge, NC 27310-9726.  
 
You can also join the club at our next meeting. 
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(From Page 3) 
 
Service to the community does not end there. SKY-
WARN and ARES members stand ready to provide 
backup communication under the direction of the 
Emergency Management Agency (EMA). We used 
part of the SKYWARN network to provide emergency 
communications in 2008 for the American Red Cross 
(ARC) during the Hurricane Gustav evacuation by 
linking their Atlanta headquarters with shelters in La-
Grange and Gwinnett counties and welfare centers on 
I-20 and I-85. Locally, we have Amateur Radio 
backup in the Emergency Operations Center, 911 Cen-
ter and Piedmont Fayette Hospital. 
 
“SKYWARN is a vital component of the severe 
weather operations for the National Weather Service,” 
said NWS Meteorologist in Charge Lans Rothfusz 
“and this repeater will extend our effective reach 
throughout the state, helping us keep more citizens 
better protected from the ravages of severe weather. I 

commend all the partners for realizing this and work-
ing together to make Georgia a safer place.” 
 
For more information about the Georgia SKYWARN 
Linked Repeater System, please visit www.
georgiaskywarn.com. More photos can be seen at 
fcaresrepeaters.tk. 
 
Lynn Bianco, KN4YZ, an ARRL member, was origi-
nally licensed in 1970 and currently holds an Amateur 
Extra class license. He has been a pilot for 35 years 
and is presently a captain with Delta Air Lines. In ad-
dition to flying, he is a Certified Emergency Manager 
in Georgia and volunteers his time with various public 
safety organizations. An active member of ARES, he 
serves as an Assistant SEC and Assistant EC. Lynn 
can be reached at 513 Haddington Ln, Peachtreee 
City, GA 30269. 
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By Stan Horzepa, WA1LOU 
 
This week, Surfin' discovers what it takes to have an Internet ad-
diction. 
 
Monday, I began a four-day road trip for the company. 
 
Half of my daylight hours were spent on the road. During the last 
two hours of the trip, the sky looked threatening; this time of 
year, the threat means snow. I was lucky and the snow held off 
until I checked into my home away from home for the next three 
nights: the Astor Paradise Suites (I changed the name to protect 
the innocent). 
 
I had high hopes for Astor Paradise Suites. The building looked 
new, it was very clean, and my room was "deluxe." After I settled 
in, I wanted to check my e-mail, so I powered up the laptop, 
pointed it at the hotel's WiFi and clicked on the "Connect" button. 
 
The computer tried hard to make a connection, but it eventually 
gave up and informed me that there was a problem. I tried again 
and again with no success and finally called the front desk to ask 
about the problem. The woman at the front desk informed me that 
their WiFi was not working, but that I could connect to the Inter-
net using the Ethernet cable that was curled up in a dispenser on 
the wall behind the desk in my room. 
 
I connected the cable to my laptop and to the Ethernet socket on 
the wall and commanded my computer to go for it. It tried and 
failed. I tried again and again with no success and finally called 
the front desk to inquire about the problem. The woman at the 
front desk suggested that I call their Internet provider's technical 
support. 
 
I called and the technical support man informed me that mine was 
the third call of the afternoon from Astor Paradise Suite com-
plaining of the same problem. He offered no solution. 
 
I took a break, surveyed the weather, and since it was still snow-
ing steadily, I decided to dine in the hotel's restaurant. 
 
A co-worker was in the dining room already, so I joined him for 
dinner. During our meal, I mentioned the Internet problem and he 
said he had no Internet problem using the Ethernet cable in his 
room. I mulled over the problem and concluded that perhaps the 
Ethernet cable in my room was faulty, so after dinner, I asked the 
woman at the front desk if the hotel had any spare cables. She 
said she would send one up to my room. 
 
Ten minutes later, I plugged the replacement cable into my com-
puter and the Ethernet socket. As I did so, the socket fell out of 
its hole in the wall to reveal two broken wires not connected to 
the socket. 
 
Voila! I found the problem! 

 
The only tool I had at my disposal was a nail clipper, but I man-
aged to use it to reconnect the broken wires, but I still could not 
make a connection. Very frustrated, I visited the front desk again, 
explained my predicament, and the woman at the front desk of-
fered to let me change rooms (just as I hoped she would). 
 
It took about 20 minutes to move my belongings from Room 328 
to Room 228, but it was all for naught: I still could not make a 
connection in my new room. 
 
It was 10 PM and I gave up. 
 
Tuesday morning, I had breakfast in the hotel restaurant and ran 
into my co-worker with whom I had dined with the night before. 
After interrogating him about the Internet situation, he admitted 
that his Ethernet cable success story occurred on Sunday, not on 
Monday, my day of frustration. 
 
After breakfast, I stopped by the front desk to kvetch and the 
woman at the front desk admitted that the whole hotel was with-
out Internet (WiFi, Ethernet or otherwise) all day on Monday! 
 
I was not happy and despite all the other nice things attributes of 
the Astor Paradise Suites, I don't know if I would stay there 
again. On the other hand, if I return to the hotel after work on 
Tuesday and the Internet is accessible, I will probably forget and 
forgive. 
 
What concerns me is the question: Have I become an Internet ad-
dict? I invested hours of effort (all for nothing) yesterday in my 
quest for Internet access. Do I need to sign up for Internet Anony-
mous? Do I need to seek out a 12-step program? 
 
Maybe not. 
 
Through my friend Google, I discovered the Internet Addiction 
Test on the Netaddiction Web site. I took the test, scored 37, and 
was relieved. Scores in the 20 to 49 range mean that "You are an 
average on-line user. You may surf the Web a bit too long at 
times, but you have control over your usage." 
 
If Google is your only friend and you feel you are spending way 
too much time on the Internet, I urge you to take the test. 
 
Until next time, keep on surfin'! 
 
Editor's note: Stan Horzepa, WA1LOU, may not be addicted to 
the Internet, but Jelly Bellies are another matter. To contact Stan, 
send him e-mail or add comments to his blog. 
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(By Lou Giovannetti, KB2DHG) 
 
I have been a ham for many years now. I have seen a 
lot of changes in everything from equipment to license 
changes, from tubes to computers (too much to list). 
BUT the one thing that has never changed is my total 
interest in this hobby. 
 
I love reading the articles on eHam.net and was think-
ing how great this hobby really is and more over, how 
relatively cheap it is to get into. YES you read it right, 
this is a very affordable hobby. With all the used 
equipment out there, a would be ham could get up and 
running for a few hundred bucks. This hobby affords 
all a chance to experience the wonders and thrills 
Amateur Radio has to offer. 
 
I wonder how many hams out there can really appreci-
ate the privilege it is to be an Amateur Radio Opera-
tor? I for one appreciate it! 
 
It is just so amazing all the different branches of inter-
est this hobby has to offer. I like collecting QSL cards, 
old vintage rigs and antenna experiments. I love CW 
and collecting keys. DX ing and even QRP. But to me 
there is no better fun in this hobby than making new 
friends and having a great QSO! 
 

If you are reading this it is a sure bet that you are a li-
censed ham. If you are not a ham I would strongly 
urge you to hit the books, computer etc. and study to 
get a ham ticket. Your world will surely change and 
you will never be bored. This hobby can be a great 
friend to you. 
 
Don't let anything get in your way. YOU CAN DO IT! 
 
You do not have to buy the latest radio. My shack is 
filled with 20+ year old rigs that work just as well if 
not better than today's modern rigs. 
 
My Drake B- Line is a wonderful station. As it is a de-
sirable vintage station the total cost was $700. Which 
includes the receiver, transmitter, power supply and 
speaker. NOT BAD. But even if that is way too much 
money for ya, a good search can find you a great 
transceiver for much, much less. OH and by the way 
my multi band antenna cost me about $20 I made it 
myself! 
 
So get into it you won't be sorry you did... 
 
There is so much to do with AMATEUR RADIO! 
 
(Used by permission) Posted on eHam.net. 
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